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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



Tappahannock Memorial UMC 
Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

“Appreciate The Shrub”  
June 16, 2024  

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17; Mark 4:26-34 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude      “Faith Of Our Fathers” 

“Faith Of Our Fathers” Contributors: ST. CATHERINE, Henri Hemy, Frederick Faber  Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream 
the music in  this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn              “All Hail The Power of Jesus’ Name”                UMH #154 
Verses 1-4 

1. All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;  

bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all.  

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all. 

2. Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race, ye ransomed from the fall,  

hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all.  

Hail him who saves you by his grace, and crown him Lord of all. 

3. Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget the wormwood and the gall,  

go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all.  

Go spread your trophies at his feet, and crown him Lord of all. 

4. Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball,  

to him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.  

To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all. 

* Call to Worship  

God of covenant love, 

 we praise you for planting seeds of your love  

 with Abraham, Sarah and their descendants.  

God of incarnate love, 

 we marvel at the magnificent family tree 

 that your divine love has created among us. 

God of welcoming love, 

 we thank you that you have made a home for us 

 within the branches of your family tree. 



God of everlasting love, 

 we worship you, we love you, and we honor you with all that we are. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 135. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

* Opening Prayer   

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.   

Holy God, we humble our hearts before you 

 in thanksgiving and awe. 

For by your mercy, we find ourselves at home 

 in the branches of your family tree. 

We discover ourselves to be a people 

 with a love that never fails. 

We find ourselves within your grand love story 

 for all time and all creation. 

Whom can we thank, but you, for such great mercy? 

Bring your kingdom into our midst 

 as we worship you this day. Amen.  
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 135. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.   

Prayer of Yearning 

Holy God, you do not see as mortals see; 

 for you look not at outward appearances 

  but rather on the heart. 

We long to be found worthy 

 when you look upon our hearts. 

We yearn to forsake our petty grievances 

 and our unkind thoughts.  

We wish we could shuck our selfish motivations 

 and our deceptions. 

God, please help us be the best versions of ourselves.  

It’s painful to admit the harm we do to one another. 

Create in our hearts a burning desire to please you. 

Grant us the courage to see our hearts as you see them, 

 and give us the wisdom to trust your love. 

For you seek to transform us into your new creations. 

Amen.  
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 131. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen.  

 



Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                Pastor Becca 

Scripture               1 Samuel 15:34-16:13             pg. 259  
34Then Samuel went to Ramah; and Saul went up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35Samuel did not see 

Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD was sorry that he had 

made Saul king over Israel. 1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 

Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If 

Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to 

sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you 

shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to 

Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He 

said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 

sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6When they came, he 

looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said 

to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; 

for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on 

the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the 

LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD 

chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The 

LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 

“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was 

ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 

one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the 

spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 

Ramah. 

Scripture      2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17     pg. 181 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord— 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be 

away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim 

to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 

recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 14For the love of Christ urges us 

on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so 

that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for 

them.16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 

Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is 



a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

1 Samuel 15:34-16:13 & 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council 
of the Churches  of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

The Word of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God.   

Anthem           “All Things Bright and Beautiful”        The Glory Ringers 
“All Things Bright and Beautiful” Contributors: Geschke Susan  Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in  this service 

obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

*Psalter                         Psalm 72                   UMH #795 
Response 2: Defend the needy and the poor, let justice and peace abound. 

R 
Give the king your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to the royal son! 
May he judge your people with righteousness, 
 And your poor with justice! 
Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness! 
May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,  
 give deliverance to the needy, 
 and crush the oppressor! 
May he live while the sun endures,  
 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
 like showers that water the earth! 
In his days may righteousness flourish, 
 and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 
May he have domain from sea to sea, 
 and from the river to the ends of the earth!  R 
May is foes bow down before him, 
 And his enemies lick the dust! 
May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, 
 may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 
May all kings fall down before him, 
 all nations serve him! 
For he delivers the needy when they call, 
 The poor and those who have no helper. 
He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
 and saves the lives of the needy. 
From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 
 and precious is their blood in his sight.   R 
Long may he live, 
 may gold of Sheba be given to him! 
May prayer be made for him continually, 
 and blessings invoked for him all the day! 
May there be abundance of grain in the land; 
 may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 
 may its fruit be like Lebanon; 
and may they blossom forth in the cities 
 like the grass of the field! 



May his name endure for ever, 
 his fame continue as long as the sun! 
May people bless themselves by him, 
 all nations call him blessed!     R 

 

* The Gloria Patri                     UMH #70   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   

world without end. Amen. Amen.   

* Gospel                Mark 4:26-34         pg. 38 
26He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27and would sleep 

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces 

of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once 

he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It is 

like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet 

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that 

the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as 

they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 

private to his disciples. 

Mark 4:26-34 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Prayer before the Sermon   
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,   

O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.   

The Sermon                “Appreciate The Shrub”                        Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

* Hymn of Response                    “Hymn of Promise”                        UMH #707 

1. In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed,  

an apple tree; in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!  

In the cold and snow of winter, there’s a spring that waits to be,  

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

2. There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody;  

there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.  

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery,  

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.  

3. In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity;  

in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.  

In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,  

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.  



“Hymn of Promise”Authors: Natalie Sleeth ©1986 Hope Publishing Company  CCLI Song #126529 CCLI License  #2350408. 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                UMH #883 

 We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 

 We believe in God: 

  who has created and is creating, 

  who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 

   to reconcile and make new, 

  who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

 We trust in God: 

 We are called to be the church: 

  to celebrate God’s presence, 

  to love and serve others, 

  to seek justice and resist evil, 

  to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 

   our judge and our hope. 

 In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

  God is with us. 

 We are not alone. 

 Thanks be to God. Amen. 
A Statement of Faith of the United Church of Canada, United Methodist Hymnal, no. 883, by permission of The United Church of Canada.  

Copyright © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House.  Used by permission. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those impacted 
by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun violence;  and 
other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and  surgeries, as 
well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  Please continue to 
pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living 
facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for those who have 
chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.  While we respect their privacy, they still need 
our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer                   UMH #895 

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory               “This Is My Father’s World” 
“This Is My Father’s World” Contributors: Roger Benett Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in  this service obtained 

from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  



* Closing Hymn             “God, Who Stretched The Spangled Heavens”                       UMH #150 

1. God, who stretched the spangled heavens, infinite in time and place,  

flung the suns in burning radiance through the silent fields of space,  

we your children, in your likeness, share inventive powers with you.  

           Great Creator, still creating, show us what we yet may do. 

2. Proudly rise our modern cities, stately buildings, row on row;  

yet their windows, blank, unfeeling, stare on canyoned streets below,  

where the lonely drift unnoticed in the city’s ebb and flow,  

lost to purpose and to meaning, scarcely caring where they go.  

3. We have ventured worlds undreamed of since the childhood of our race;  

known the ecstacy of winging through untraveled realms of space;  

probed the secrets of the atom, yielding unimagined power,  

facing us with life’s destruction or our most triumphant hour. 

4. As each far horizon beckons, may it challenge us a new,  

           children of creative purpose, serving others, honoring you.  

           May our dreams prove rich with promise, each endeavor well begin. 

           Great Creator, give us guidance till our goals and yours are one. 
“God, Who Stretched The Spangled Heavens” Authors: Catherine Cameron, William More ©1967 Hope Publishing Company  CCLI 

Song #86535 CCLI License  #2350408. 

* Benediction             “Three-fold Amen”        *UMH 898 

         Amen, amen, amen. 

* Postlude                                                    “To God Be The Glory” 
“To God Be The Glory” Contributors: Fanny J Crosby, Mark Hayes Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in  this 

service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship!  

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER LIST  
Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Bob Burke, Faye Brooks, George Croxton, Tinker Fornash, Roxanne 

Griffith, Madeline Hawkins, Bill Hendricks, Lauma Hill, Cindy Huber, Betty Gregory, Shirley 
Johnson, Carolyn Lewis, Bill Loser, Ron Lucas, Tawana Murry, Leslie Shaver, The family of Mary 

Lou Simpson, Nancy Tiller, Chuck & Olivia Wachsmuth, Barbara Watkins, Dana Wells and the family 
of Jane Wells; Betty Whitten and Gina Wyse. Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends. 

All affected by critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and 
alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces, students and 

educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this time of war.  

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS 
 SSGT Jonathan Simpson, Will Hollins at Marine Boot Camp 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,   

Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.    

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today, June 16th:      Father’s Day 

10:00 AM   Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

     11:15 AM  Sunday School   

Thursday, June 20th-     Virginia Annual Conference 

Saturday, June 22nd     Hampton, VA 

Sunday, June 23rd:   10:00 AM   Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

11:15 AM  Sunday School 

 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


