
Tappahannock Memorial   

United Methodist Church   
P. O. Box 326   

345 Earl Street   

Tappahannock, VA 22560  

 

 

 
 

 

“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



Tappahannock Memorial UMC 
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

“A Good Reputation” 
September 8, 2024  

Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23; James 2:1-17; Mark 7:24-37 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude                       “Yearning” 
“Yearning” Contributors: Mark  Hayes. ©2018 The Lorenz Corporation (admin by Music Services). Permission to reprint, podcast, 

and/or stream the music in  this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn          “When Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life”             UMH #427 
(verses 1-3 & 6) 

1. Where cross the crowded ways of life,  

 where sound the cries of race and clan,  

 above the noise of selfish strife,  

 we hear your voice, O Son of man. 

2. In haunts of wretchedness and need,  

 on shadowed thresholds dark with fears,  

 from paths where hide the lures of greed,  

 we catch the vision of your tears. 

3. From tender childhood’s helplessness,  

 from woman’s grief, man’s burdened toil,  

 from famished souls, from sorrow’s stress,  

 your heart has never known recoil. 

6. Till all the world shall learn your love  

 and follow where your feet have trod,  

 till, glorious from your heaven above,  

 shall come the city of our God! 

* Call to Worship  

Place your trust in God. 

 God’s faithfulness is unshakeable. 

May our worship this day strengthen our faith. 

 May our faithfulness be unshakeable. 

May our words and actions be good and true. 



 May we grow in godliness each and every day. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 184. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

* Opening Prayer   

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.   

We place our trust in you, O God, 

 for your love and faithfulness are steadfast and true. 

Breathe your Holy Spirit into our worship 

 and your very presence into our lives, 

  that our love and faithfulness 

   may be steadfast and true. Amen.  
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 184. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

Prayer of Yearning 

Creator God, you create all people in your image. 

When we neglect the needs of the poor, 

 raise our commitment to care for others 

  and to help create justice for all. 

When favoritism and prejudice blind us, 

 and when we exclude and demean others, 

  focus us on your inclusive love, 

   a love that welcomes us 

    and calls us to welcome others. 

Live in us and through us, 

 that our lives and our actions 

  may reflect your image 

   in all that we say and in all that we do. 

Amen.  
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 184. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                         Pastor Becca 

Scripture              Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23                pg. 604  
1A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. 2The rich 

and the poor have this in common: the LORD is the maker of them all.  



8Whoever sows injustice will reap calamity, and the rod of anger will fail. 9Those who are generous are 

blessed, for they share their bread with the poor.  
22Do not rob the poor because they are poor, or crush the afflicted at the gate; 23for the LORD pleads their 

cause and despoils of life those who despoil them. 

Scripture          James 2:1-17                  pg. 229  
1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus 

Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person 

in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a 

seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not 

made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers 

and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 

that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 

oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that 

was invoked over you? 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the 

law as transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable 

for all of it. 11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” 

Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12So 

speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy 

to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.14What good is it, my brothers and 

sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is 

naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 

and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no 

works, is dead. 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 & James 2:1-17 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the 

Churches  of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

The Word of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God.   

* Psalter                    Psalm 124                          UMH #846 

If it had not been the Lord who was on our side– 

 let Israel now say– 

if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, 

 when foes rose up against us, 

then they would have swallowed us up alive, 

 when their anger was kindled against us; 

then the flood would have swept us away, 

 the torrent would have gone over us; 

then the raging waters  

 would have gone over us. 

Blessed be the Lord, 

 who has not given us 



 as prey to their teeth! 

We have escaped as a bird 

 from the snare of the fowlers; 

the snare is broken, 

 and we have escaped! 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

 who made heaven and earth. 

* The Gloria Patri                     UMH #70   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   

world without end. Amen. Amen.   

* Gospel                 Mark 7:24-37                pg. 42 
24From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone 

to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean 

spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a 

Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, 

“Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But 

she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, 

“For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the child 

lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of 

Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who 

had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in 

private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 
34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And 

immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered 

them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were 

astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the 

mute to speak.” 
Mark 7:24-37 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by  

permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Prayer before the Sermon   
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,   

O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.   

The Sermon                  “A Good Reputation”           Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

* Hymn of Response                       “When The Poor Ones”                        UMH #434 
(Verses 1 &2) 

1. When the poor ones who have nothing share with strangers,  
when the thirsty water give unto us all,  
when the crippled in their weakness strengthen others,  
then we know that God still goes that road with us,  



then we know that God still goes that road with us. 

2. When at last all those who suffer find their comfort,  
when they hope though even hope seems hopelessness,  
when we love though hate at times seems all around us,  
then we know that God still goes that road with us,  
then we know that God still goes that road with us. 

“When The Poor Ones” Contributors: George Lockwood. ©1980, United Methodist Publishing House/Abingdon Press.. Permission to 
reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in  this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

Affirmation of Faith              Apostles’ Creed                                                   UMH #881 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those impacted 
by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun violence;  and 
other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and  surgeries, as 
well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  Please continue to 
pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living 
facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for those who have 
chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.  While we respect their privacy, they still need 
our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer                 UMH #895  
Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   



And lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever. Amen.   

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory          “The Gift Of Love”  
“The Gift Of Love” Contributors: Hal Hopson, Arr. John Carter. ©1972, 1995 Hope Publishing Company. Permission to reprint, podcast, 

and/or stream the music in  this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.      

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

* Closing Hymn                             “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                                      UMH #454 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  

 place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.  

 Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

 Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear;  

 and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.  

 Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

 Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere;  

 open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share.  

 Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

 Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

* Benediction 

* Postlude              “When We All Get To Heaven” 

“When We All Get To Heaven” Contributors: Jonathan Alexander. ©1991 Broadman Press (SESAC)( . Permission to reprint, podcast, 
and/or stream the music in  this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship!  



PRAYER LIST  
The family of Clark Anderson, Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Bob Burke, Faye Brooks, the family of 
Angel Collins, Sally Conway, George Croxton, the family of Linda Fallin, Tinker Fornash, Roxanne 

Griffith, George Grubbs, Bill Hendricks, the family of Barbara Hinton, Cindy Huber, Becky Hundley, 
Betty Gregory, Shirley Johnson, Carolyn Lewis, Ron Lucas, Jacob Magruder, The Mendoza Family, 

Tawana Murry, Gerry Rose, Leslie Shaver, Colin Smith, Rev. John Tate, Nancy Tiller, Barbara 
Watkins, Betty Whitten. Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical 
weather and violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all 

missing persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, 
Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this time of war.  

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS 
 SSGT Jonathan Simpson 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,   

Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.    

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today, September 8th:  10:00 AM   Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

     11:15 AM  Sunday School 

Wednesday, September 11th: 10:30 AM  Wednesday Morning Group 

Sunday, September 15th:  10:00 AM   Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

11:15 AM  Sunday School 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


