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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



Tappahannock Memorial UMC 
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

“Imitators of God”  
August 11, 2024  

2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33; Ephesians 4:25-5:2; John 6:35, 41-51 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude                   “Angel Band” 

“Angel Band” Contributors: Pepper Dean Choplin ©2016 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation.. 
Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in  this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights 

reserved.  

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn               “There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy”             UMH #121 

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea;  

 there’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

2. There is welcome for the sinner, and more graces for the good!  

 There is mercy with the Savior; there is healing in his blood. 

3. For the love of God is broader than the measure of our mind;  

 and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

4. If our love were but more simple, we should rest upon God’s word;  

 and our lives would be illumined by the presence of our Lord.  

* Call to Worship  

We have gathered from different places and different backgrounds. 

 May those who are grieving find comfort. 

May those who have turned away from God find forgiveness. 

 May those who are waiting find hope. 

May all find God’s steadfast love and grace. 

 Let us worship the One who gives us life! 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 168. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

* Opening Prayer   

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.   

Jesus, bread of life, you give us life 

 and nourish our spirits. 

As your beloved children, 



 help us walk in your ways, each and every day. 

May we speak words of kindness to one another 

 and open our hearts to share comfort 

  and encouragement. 

May we offer and seek forgiveness. 

Most of all, may we remember that your steadfast love 

 extends to all of your beloved children. 

In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 168. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

Prayer of Yearning 

O Lord, we cry out to you! 

We cry out for help: 

 when we turn away from you; 

 when we ignore the needs of our neighbors; 

 when we speak harsh words to those around us; 

 when we forget that we are your beloved children. 

Draw us close and embrace us with your steadfast love 

 and your healing grace. 

In your merciful name, we pray. Amen. 
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 169. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                         Pastor Becca 

Scripture      2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33               pg. 292  
5The king ordered Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the young man 

Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the commanders concerning 

Absalom. 6So the army went out into the field against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest of 

Ephraim. 7The men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the slaughter there was 

great on that day, twenty thousand men. 8The battle spread over the face of all the country; and the forest 

claimed more victims that day than the sword. 9Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. Absalom 

was riding on his mule, and the mule went under the thick branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in 

the oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him went on.  

15And ten young men, Joab’s armor-bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed him.  



31Then the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the king! For the LORD has 

vindicated you this day, delivering you from the power of all who rose up against you.” 32The king said to 

the Cushite, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May the enemies of my 

lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be like that young man.” 33The king was deeply moved, 

and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, he said, “O my son Absalom, my 

son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, my son!” 

Scripture           Ephesians 4:25-5:2       pg. 194 
25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one 

another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not make room for 

the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, 

so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what 

is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do 

not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put 

away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 
32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 & Ephesians 4:25-5:2 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of 

the Churches  of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

The Word of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God.   

* Psalter                    Psalm 130                          UMH #848 

Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! 

 Lord, hear my voice! 

Let your ears be attentive 

 to the voice of my supplications! 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 

 Lord, who could stand? 

But there is forgiveness with you, 

 that you may be worshiped. 

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 

 in the Lord’s word I hope; 

my soul waits for the Lord 

 more than those who watch for the morning, 

 more than those who watch for the morning. 

O Israel, hope in the Lord! 

 For with the Lord there is steadfast love, 

 with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 

And the Lord will redeem Israel 

 from all iniquities.  

* The Gloria Patri                     UMH #70   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   



As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   

world without end. Amen. Amen.   

* Gospel             John 6:35, 41-51            pg. 98 
35Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever 

believes in me will never be thirsty.  
41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from 

heaven.” 42They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? 

How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 43Jesus answered them, “Do not complain 

among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that 

person up on the last day. 45It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Everyone 

who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the 

one who is from God; he has seen the Father. 47Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I 

am the bread of life. 49Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread 

that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came 

down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life 

of the world is my flesh.” 
John 6:35, 41-51 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by  

permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Prayer before the Sermon   
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,   

O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.   

The Sermon                       “Imitators of God”              Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

* Hymn of Response             “Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace”                   TFWS #2171 

1. Make me a channel of your peace.  
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love.  
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord,  
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.  

2. Make me a channel of your peace.  
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope.  
Where there is darkness, only light,  
and where there’s sadness, ever joy. 

3. Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek  
so much to be consoled as to console,  
to be understood as to understand,  
to be loved as to love with all my soul. 

4. Make me a channel of your peace.  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  
in giving of ourselves that we receive,  
and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.  

“Prayer of St. Francis” Contributors: Sebastian Temple ©1967, OCP. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in  this 
service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  



* Affirmation of Faith                        The Nicene Creed                                            UMH #880 

 We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory 

  to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son 

  is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism 

       for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

       and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those impacted 
by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun violence;  and 
other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and  surgeries, as 
well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  Please continue to 
pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living 
facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for those who have 
chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.  While we respect their privacy, they still need 



our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer                 UMH #895  
Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever. Amen.   

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory             “Mansion Over The Hilltop”  
“Mansion Over The Hilltop”Authors: Ira Stanphill ©1949 New SPring (Admin by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) CCLI Song 

#19980 CCLI License #2350408.            

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

* Closing Hymn                              “Lord, I Want To Be A Christian”                                      
UMH #402 

1. Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart;  

 Lord I want to be a Christian in my heart.  

 In my heart, in my heart, Lord I want to be a Christian in my heart.  

2. Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart;  

 Lord I want to be more loving in my heart.  

 In my heart, in my heart, Lord I want to be more loving in my heart.  

3. Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart;  

 Lord I want to be more holy in my heart.  

 In my heart, in my heart, Lord I want to be more holy in my heart.  

4. Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart;  

 Lord I want to be like Jesus in my heart.  

In my heart, in my heart, Lord I want to be like Jesus in my heart.  

* Benediction 



* Postlude              “I’ll Fly Away” 
“I’ll Fly Away”Authors: Albert E. Brumley, Sr. ©1932 Hartford Music Company. Renewed 1960 Brumley Music Heirs (Admin. By 

Clearbox RIghts, LLC). CCLI Song #26399 CCLI License #2350408. 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship! 

 

 

PRAYER LIST  
Clark Anderson, Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Bob Burke, Faye Brooks, the family of Angel Collins, 

Sally Conway, George Croxton, the family of Linda Fallin, Tinker Fornash, Bill Hendricks, Cindy 
Huber, Betty Gregory, Shirley Johnson, the family of Diane Kean, The family of Dr. Jim Ledwith, 
Carolyn Lewis, Ron Lucas, Jen Medders, The Mendoza Family, Tawana Murry, Colin Smith, Rev. 
John Tate, Nancy Tiller, Barbara Watkins, Dana Wells and the family of Jane Wells; Betty Whitten. 
Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical weather and violence, 
everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those 

who serve in the Armed Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, 
Palestine, and Sudan during this time of war.  

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS 
 SSGT Jonathan Simpson 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,   

Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.    

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today, August 11th:   10:00 AM   Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

     11:15 AM  Sunday School 

Wednesday, August 14th: 10:30 AM  Wednesday Morning Group 

Saturday, August 17th:  10:00 AM  Fishin’ Fun Club Planning Meeting 

Sunday, August 18th:   10:00 AM   Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

11:15 AM  Sunday School 

 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


