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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



Tappahannock Memorial UMC 
Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

“Every Good Gift” 
September 1, 2024  

Song of Solomon 2:8-13; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude                       “Prelude in C” 

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn                “I Sing The Almighty Power Of God”             UMH #152 

1. I sing the almighty power of GOd, that the mountains rise,  

 that spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.  

 I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;  

 the moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey. 

2. I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food,  

 who formed the creatures thru the Word, and then pronounced them good.  

 Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where’er I turn my eye,  

 if I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky. 

3. There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes thy glories known,  

 and clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne;  

 while all that borrows life from thee is ever in they care;  

 and everywhere that we can be, thou, God, art present there.  

* Call to Worship  

Creator, you bless us with heavenly lights– 

 the moon that waxes and wanes, 

the planets that while around the sun, 

 the galaxies that wing from afar. 

In the darkness you call out, “Let there be light,” 

 and the universe is filled with heavenly light. 

You are our creator, too, 

 the One who formed us and who forms us still. 

May your word of truth ring out today 

with your call to new life! 

 Amen. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 180. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  



* Opening Prayer   

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.   

Creator of the heavenly lights, 

 there is now shadow in your divine light. 

It remains unchanging across the eons,  

 even as the stars come and go. 

You are our faithful creator, 

 the Gardener of our lives. 

You plant you truth within us 

 and inspire lives of caring and love. 

We honor and worship you. Amen. 
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 180. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

Prayer of Yearning 

Ever-faithful God, you create each of us 

 to be a presence of healing and love in our world. 

You equip us to resist intentions and actions 

 that hurt ourselves and others. 

Forgive us when we forget your desire for us. 

Forgive us when we put aside your vision. 

Reminds us of the love and goodness 

 that you have planted within us. 

Draw our hearts close to you 

 and bless us as we live in your ways. Amen.  
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 181. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen. 

Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                         Pastor Becca 

Scripture         Song of Solomon 2:8-13                pg. 623  
8The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes, leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the hills. 9My 

beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look, there he stands behind our wall, gazing in at the windows, 

looking through the lattice. 10My beloved speaks and says to me: “Arise, my love, my fair one, and come 

away; 11for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. 12The flowers appear on the earth; the time 

of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. 13The fig tree puts forth its figs, 



and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

Scripture          James 1:17-27                   pg. 229  
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he 

gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.19You 

must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your 

anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth 

of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 
22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the 

word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves 

and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the 

law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in 

their doing. 26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their 

religion is worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 

orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
Song of Solomon 2:8-13 & James 1:17-27 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches  

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

The Word of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God.   

* Psalter                    Psalm 72                          UMH #795 

Give the king your justice, O God, 

 and your righteousness to the royal son! 

May he judge your people with righteousness, 

 And your poor with justice! 

Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, 

 and the hills, in righteousness! 

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 

 give deliverance to the needy, 

 and crush the oppressor! 

May he live while the sun endures, 

 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations! 

May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 

 like showers that wafer the earth! 

In his days may righteousness flourish, 

 and peace abound, till the moon be no more! 

May he have dominion from sea to sea, 

 and from the river to the ends of the earth! 

May his foes bow down before him, 

 and his enemies lick the dust! 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, 

 may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts! 

May all kings fall down before him, 



 all nations serve him! 

For he delivers the needy when they call, 

 the poor and those who have no helper. 

He has pity on the weak and the needy, 

 and saves the lives of the needy. 

From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 

 and precious is their blood in his sight. 

Long may he live, 

 may the gold of Sheba be given to him! 

May prayer be made for him continually, 

 and the blessings invoked for him all the day! 

May there be abundance of grain in the land; 

 may it wave on the tops of the mountains; 

 may its fruit be like Lebanon; 

and may they blossom forth in the cities 

 like the grass of the field! 

May his name endure for ever, 

 his fame continue as long as the sun! 

May people bless themselves by him, 

 all nations call him blessed! 

* The Gloria Patri                     UMH #70   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   

world without end. Amen. Amen.   

* Gospel       Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23             pg. 42 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around him, 
2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 
3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing 

the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there 

are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the 

Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the 

elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as 

it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me; 
7in vain do they worship me, 

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition. 

14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is 

nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.”  

21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 



22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things 

come from within, and they defile a person.” 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Used by  permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Prayer before the Sermon   
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,   

O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.   

The Sermon                        “Every Good Gift”           Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

* Hymn of Response               “Take My Life, And Let It Be”                        
UMH #399 

1. Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.  
Take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.  
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love.  
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee. 

2. Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King.  
Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from thee.  
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.  
Take my intellect, and use every power as thou shalt choose. 

3. Take my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.  
Take my heart, it is thine own, it shall be thy royal throne.  
Take my love, my Lord, I pour, at thy feet its treasurestore.  
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.  

Affirmation of Faith        Apostles’ Creed                                          UMH #881 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  



We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those impacted 
by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun violence;  and 
other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and  surgeries, as 
well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  Please continue to 
pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living 
facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for those who have 
chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.  While we respect their privacy, they still need 
our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory    “There’s Something About That Name”  
“There’s Something About That Name”Authors: Gloria Gaither, William J. Gaither ©1970 William J. Gaither, Inc. (Admin by Gaither 

Copyright Management) CCLI Song #14064 CCLI License #2350408.           

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

* A Service of Word and Table                                          UMH #9 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.  You delivered us from 

captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to 

the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 

who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people.  He 

healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.  By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 



resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 

with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be 

with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 

bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the 

mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be 

for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 

almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

And now with the confidence of children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

                    Our father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and Offering of the Cup and Sharing in the Feast 

I invite all of you here in the sanctuary and those of you at home to take and receive now.  

The Body of Christ.    

The Blood of Christ.    

Amen. 

 The Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant 



that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
“A Service of Word and Table I,” Copyright © 1972, The Methodist Publishing House; Copyright © 1980, 1985, 1989, 1992 UMPH. 

* Closing Hymn                               “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                                      UMH #140 

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with thee;  

 thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;  

 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.  

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  

 Morning by morning new mercies I see;  

 all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.  

2. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,  

 sun, moon, and stars in their courses above  

 join with all nature in manifold witness  

 to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  

 Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

 all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.  

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,  

 thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;  

 strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  

 blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!  

 Morning by morning new mercies I see;  

 all I have needed thy hand hath provided;  

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.  

* Benediction 

* Postlude                            “Victory In Jesus” 

“Victory In Jesus”Authors: Eugene M. Bartlett ©1939 Mrs. E.M. Bartlett. Renewed 1967 Albert E. Brumley And Sons (Admin by Music 
Services, inc.)  CCLI Song #1259 CCLI License #2350408.  

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship! 

  

 



PRAYER LIST  
The family of Clark Anderson, Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Bob Burke, Faye Brooks, the family of 
Angel Collins, Sally Conway, George Croxton, the family of Linda Fallin, Tinker Fornash, Roxanne 
Griffith, Bill Hendricks, the family of Barbara Hinton, Cindy Huber, Becky Hundley, Betty Gregory, 

Shirley Johnson, Carolyn Lewis, Ron Lucas, Jacob Magruder, Tawana Murry, Gerry Rose, Colin 
Smith, Rev. John Tate, Nancy Tiller, Barbara Watkins, Betty Whitten. Inclusion & equality for the 

LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles with 
drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed 

Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this 
time of war.  

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS 
 SSGT Jonathan Simpson 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,   

Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.    

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today, September 1st:   10:00 AM   Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

     11:15 AM  Sunday School 

Wednesday, September 4th: 10:30 AM  Wednesday Morning Group 

Sunday, September 8th:   10:00 AM   Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

11:15 AM  Sunday School 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


