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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



Tappahannock Memorial UMC 
Second Sunday After Pentecost 

“Ordinary Clay Jars”  
June 2, 2024  

1 Samuel 3:1-10; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Mark 2:23-3:6 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude       “You Are My All In All” 

“You Are My All In All”Authors: Dennis Jernigan ©1991 Shepherd’s Heart Music, Inc. (Admin. By PraiseCharts Publishing, Inc.) CCLI 
Song #825356 CCLI License  #2350408.  

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn        “Open My Eyes, That I May See”                UMH #454 

1. Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  

place in my hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free.  

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

2. Open my ears, that I may hear voices of truth thou sendest clear;  

and while the wavenotes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear.  

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

3. Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere;  

open my heart and let me prepare love with thy children thus to share.  

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

* Call to Worship:   

The One who called Samuel from the darkness continues to say:  

“Let light shine out of darkness.” 

 The light of Christ shines all around us. 

The One who searches us and knows us hems us in, behind and before. 

 We are fearfully and wonderfully made. 

Let us worship a God who surprises us at every turn. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 126. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

* Opening Prayer   

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.   



Merciful One, when life beats us down, 

 you reach out and restore us to health and wholeness. 

Surprise us once more, O God, 

 with your never-failing grace 

  and the light of your love. Amen. 
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 126. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.   

Prayer of Yearning 

Lord of the Sabbath, when our spirits feel withered,  

 we yearn to touch your healing power. 

Be with us in our hour of need 

 and become the joy of our salvation. 

Our moths long to sing your praise 

 and our eyes long to behold your glory. 

In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 126. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen.  

Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                Pastor Becca 

Scripture               1 Samuel 3:1-10               pg. 247  
1 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in those 
days; visions were not widespread. 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he 
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” 
and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did 
not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up 
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down 
again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 
him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Scripture         2 Corinthians 4:5-12      pg. 180  
5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 

Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to 



give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have this treasure in 

clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come 

from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that 

the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always being given up 

to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at 

work in us, but life in you. 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 & 2 Corinthians 4:5-12 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the 

Churches  of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

The Word of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God.   

Anthem                  “My Life Is In You Lord”               Choir 
“My Life Is In You”Authors: Daniel Gardner ©1986 Hosanna! Music (Admin by Integrity Music) CCLI Song #17315 CCLI License  

#2350408.  

*Psalter                   Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18           UMH #854 
Response: Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my thoughts. 

R 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
 you discern my thoughts from afar. 
You search out my path and my lying down, 
 and are acquainted with all my ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, 
 you know it altogether. 
You pursue me behind and before, 
 and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
 it is high; I cannot attain it.     R 
For it is you who formed my inward parts; 
 you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for you are fearful and wonderful. 
 Wonderful are your works! 
You know me very well; 
 my frame was not hidden from you, 
 when I was being made in secret, 
 intricately wrought in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance; 
 in your book were written 
 the days that were formed for me, 
 every day, before they came into being. 
How profound to me are your thoughts, O God! 
 How vast is the sum of them! 
If I would count them, they are more than the sand. 
 When I awake, I am still with you.   R 

* The Gloria Patri                     UMH #70   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   



world without end. Amen. Amen.   

* Gospel                Mark 2:23-3:6         pg. 36 
23One sabbath he was going through the grainfields; and as they made their way his disciples began to 
pluck heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the 
sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions 
were hungry and in need of food? 26He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate 
the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his 
companions.” 27Then he said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the 
sabbath; 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”  
1Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 2They watched him to 
see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3And he said to the man 
who had the withered hand, “Come forward.” 4Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do 
harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they were silent. 5He looked around at them with anger; 
he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it 
out, and his hand was restored. 6The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired with the Herodians 
against him, how to destroy him. 

Mark 2:23-3:6 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Prayer before the Sermon   
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,   

O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.   

The Sermon         “Understanding In The Mystery”                  Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

* Hymn of Response               “As A Fire Is Meant For Burning”           TFWS #2237 

1. As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame,  

 so the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name.  

 Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care,  

 we join hands across the nations, finding neighbors everywhere. 

2. We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way.  

 We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay.  

 By our gentle, loving actions we would show that Christ is light.  

 In a humble, listening Spirit we would live to God’s delight. 

3. As a green bud in the springtime is a sign of life renewed,  

 so may we be signs of oneness ‘mid earth’s peoples, many hued.  

 As a rainbow lights the heavens when a storm is past and gone,  

 may our lives reflect the radiance of God’s new and glorious dawn.  
“As A Fire Is Meant For Burning” Contributors: Ruth Duck ©1992, GIA Publications, inc. Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or 

stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved. 

Affirmation of Faith        Apostles’ Creed                                          UMH #881 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: 



  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those impacted 
by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun violence;  and 
other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and  surgeries, as 
well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  Please continue to 
pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living 
facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for those who have 
chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.  While we respect their privacy, they still need 
our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory          “Just A Closer Walk With Thee” 
“Just A Closer Walk With Thee”Authors: Lani Smith ©1986 The Lorenz Corporation (Admin. By Music Services, Inc) CCLI Song 

#1820219 CCLI License  #2350408.  

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

* A Service of Word and Table                                                              UMH # 9-

11 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 



It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.  You delivered us from 

captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us through the prophets. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to 

the poor, to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 

who are oppressed, and to announce that the time had come when you would save your people.  He 

healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.  By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 

resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 

with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. When the Lord Jesus ascended, he promised to be 

with us always, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 

bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the 

mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be 

for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 

almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

And now with the confidence of children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

                    Our father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, 



thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and Offering of the Cup and Sharing in the Feast 

I invite all of you here in the sanctuary and those of you at home to take and receive now.  

The Body of Christ.    

The Blood of Christ.    

Amen. 

 The Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant 

that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
“A Service of Word and Table I,” Copyright © 1972, The Methodist Publishing House; Copyright © 1980, 1985, 1989, 1992 UMPH. 

* Closing Hymn                   “This Little Light Of Mine”                                      UMH #585 

1. This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine,  

this little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine;  

this little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine,  

let it shine, let it shine, let shine.  

2. Hide it under a bushel- no! I’m goin’a let it shine.  

Hide it under a bushel- no! I’m goin’a let it shine.  

Hide it under a bushel- no! I’m goin’a let it shine,  

let it shine, let it shine, let shine.  

3. Everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine,  

Everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine;  

Everywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine,  

let it shine, let it shine, let shine.  

* Benediction                     “Three-fold Amen”           *UMH 898 

        Amen, amen, amen. 

* Postlude                                                       “Send The Light” 
 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship!  



PRAYER LIST  
Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Bob Burke, Faye Brooks, George  Croxton, Tinker Fornash, Roxanne 

Griffith, Madeline Hawkins, Bill Hendricks, Lauma Hill, Cindy Huber, Betty Gregory, Shirley 
Johnson, Carolyn Lewis, Bill Loser, Ron Lucas, Tawana Murry, Leslie Shaver, The family of Mary 

Lou Simpson, Chuck & Olivia Wachsmuth, Dana Wells and the family of Jane Wells; and Betty 
Whitten. Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical weather and 

violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all missing 
persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, 

Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this time of war.  

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS 
 SSGT Jonathan Simpson, SA Ethan Minor, Will Hollins at Marine Boot Camp 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,   

Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.    

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today, June 2nd:   10:00 AM   Second Sunday After Pentecost 

     11:15 AM  Sunday School 

Wednesday, June 5th:  10:30 AM  Wednesday Morning Group 

Saturday, June 8th:  10:00 AM  Fishin’ Fun Club Meeting 

Sunday, June 9th:   10:00 AM   Third Sunday after Pentecost 

11:15 AM  Sunday School 

 

 

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


