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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  
to all who are lonely and need companionship, to all 
who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will, this 

church opens wide its doors.” 



Tappahannock Memorial UMC  

19th Sunday after Pentecost  
“The Cornerstone”  

October 8, 2023  

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20; Psalm 19(750); Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><  

Prelude                                                  “What A Friend We Have In Jesus”  

“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” Contributors: Valeria A. Foster. © 2000 GIA Publishing Inc. All Rights Reserved. ASCAP.  
Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-1094789.  
All rights reserved.  

Welcome & Announcements  
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.  

 We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you have  
watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at 
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!  

* Opening Hymn                         “The Church’s One Foundation”                                 UMH # 546                

          1. The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord;                                                                                                             
we are his new creation by water and the Word;                                                                                                         
from heaven he came and sought us that we might ever be                                                                                                                   
his living servant people, by his own death set free. 

          2.  Called forth from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth;                                                                                                          
our charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth.                                                                                                 
One holy name professing and at one table fed,                                                                                                                     
to one hope always pressing, by Christ’s own Spirit led. 

           3. Though with a scornful wonder the world sees us oppressed,                                                                                                        
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,                                                                                                                                      
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?”                                                                                                                       
But soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.                                                                                                                                 

           4. Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of our war,                                                                                                                                  
we wait the consummation of peace forevermore;                                                                                                                                              
till with the vision glorious our longing eyes are blest,                                                                                                                                   
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

            5. We now on Earth have union with God the Three in One,                                                                                                                               
and share through faith communion with those whose rest is 
won.                                                                                                                                   Oh, 
happy ones, and holy! Lord, give us grace that we                                                                                                                             



like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee.  

    * Call to Worship:  

Christ the cornerstone welcomes us to this house of God. 

May our minds perceive God’s word, even as our hearts receive God’s love. 

May God’s spirit bless us with wisdom and faith. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pp. 188. © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.   

* Opening Prayer  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray. .  

  Holy Spirit, heavenly God, shine upon us with the wisdom of ancient words. Enlighten our 

minds, that we may perceive your presence. Strengthen our resolve, that we may press toward 

growth in love and faith. Help us grow closer to your likeness each and every day. Amen. 
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pg. 188. Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

Prayer of Confession  

God of grace and God of glory, bless us with your mercy and your steadfast love. When we 
pursue pointless gains and embark on dead-end journeys, guide us back to your ways. When 
we strive for our own righteousness, remind us that your righteousness is all we need. When 
we reject your teaching, or, even worse, reject your presence, love us and correct our ways. 
Forgive us and welcome us home, into the arms of your grace and love. Amen. 
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2023, pp. 188-189. Copyright © 2022 by Abingdon Press. Used by  
permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon  

Hear the good news:  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  

That proves God’s love toward us.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

 Glory to God. Amen.  

Passing of the Peace  

May the peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you!  

 Children’s Time  

Scriptures                                     Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20                                                   pg. 66 

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 

Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for 

yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 



the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. Remember the 

sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 

Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your 

God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You 

shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you 

shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 

belongs to your neighbor. 

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 

mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a distance, and said to Moses, 

“You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to 

the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon 

you so that you do not sin.” 

                                                         Philippians 2:1-13                                                 pg. 197                                                                 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, 

any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, 

being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 

interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. Therefore 

God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, 

just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, 

work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling 

you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20; Philippians 3:4b-14 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of 

the  Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

The Word of God for the people of God.  

Thanks be to God.  

Anthem                             “Hear My Words”                      TMUMC Choir 

“Hear My Words” Contributor(s): Stephen Paulus. Music © 1977, Hinshaw Music, Inc.  Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or 

stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.                                                                                               

*Psaltar                                                                Psalm 19                                                 UMH # 750 

 

The heavens are telling the glory of God;  

    and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

   and night to night declares knowledge. 



There is no speech, nor are there words; 

   their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth,  

   and their words to the end of the world.  

In them God has set a tent for the sun, 

   which comes forth like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,  

   and runs its course with joy like a strong man. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens,  

   and its circuit to the end of them;  

   and there is nothing hid from its heat. 

The law of the LORD is perfect,  

   reviving the soul;                                                                                                                         

the testimony of the Lord is sure,  

   making wise the simple;                                                                                                                                                           

the precepts of the LORD are right, 

   rejoicing the heart;                                                                                                                         

the commandment of the LORD is pure,  

   enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the LORD is clean,  

   enduring forever;  

the ordinances of the LORD are true  

   and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold,  

   even much fine gold;  

sweeter also than honey,  

   and drippings of the honeycomb. 

Moreover by them is your servant warned;  

   in keeping them there is great reward. 

But who can Understand one’s own errors?  

   Clear me from hidden faults. 

Also keep your servant also from the insolent;  

   do not let them have dominion over me. 

Then I shall be blameless,  

   and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

   be acceptable in your sight,  

   O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.   

* The Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. Amen.  

* Gospel                                         Matthew 21:33-46                                                                pg. 24  

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 



went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to 
collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 
way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my  
son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to 
them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in our eyes’? Therefore 
I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that 
produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard 
his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but 
they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.  
Matthew 21:33-46  from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1990 by Graded Press in the United States 
of  America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Prayer before the Sermon  
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O God 
our  rock and our redeemer. Amen.  

 The Sermon                                      “The Cornerstone”                                    Rev. Rebecca L. Minor  

* Hymn of Response                             “My Hope Is Built”                                          UMH # 368                                               

1. My his built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest 

frame, but wholy lean on Jesus’ name.  

2. When darkness veils his lovely, face, I rest on his unchanging grace. In every high and stormy 

gale, my anchor holds within the veil.  

3. His oath, his covenant, his blood support me in the whelming flood. When all around my soul 

gives way, he then is all my hope stay. 

4. When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found. Dressed in his 

righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne! 

Refrain 

 On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand; all other ground is sinking 

sand. 

 

*Affirmation of Faith       Nicene Creed                                                        UMH # 880 

 We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 



the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

     he came down from heaven, 

     was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

     and became truly human. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

     he suffered death and was buried. 

     On the third day he rose again 

     in accordance with the Scriptures; 

     he ascended into heaven 

     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory 

     to judge the living and the dead, 

     and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son 

     is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism 

     for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  
We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those  
impacted by: war – especially the people of Ukraine and Russia; natural disasters; gun violence;  
and other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and  
surgeries, as well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  
Please continue to pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing,  
rehabilitative, and assisted living facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. Please let us 
know  of other prayer concerns and needs.   
 

The Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name.  



Thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever. Amen.  

 

The Offering                                 
Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  
continue. You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  
available on our website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  
identified on the last page of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory                                          “Jesus Joy of Man’s Desiring”  

“Jesu Joy of Man’s Desiring” Contributors: Martin Jahn, Richard G. Appel. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the 
music in this service obtained from  ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

 

* Doxology                                                                                                                                 UMH # 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him 
above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

* Closing Hymn                       “Praise The Name Of Jesus” (X2)                                        TFWS # 2066                                                                                       

Praise the name of Jesus. Praise the name of Jesus. He’s my Rock, he’s my fortress, he’s my 

deliverer, in him will I trust. Praise the name of Jesus. 

“Praise The Name of Jesus” Contributor(s). Words and Music: Roy Hicks Jr. © 1976 Latter Rain Music. (Admin. By Capitol CMG 
Publishing). CCLI Song # 12712 CCLI License #2350408.  

 

* Benediction  

* Postlude                                            “Trumpet Tune”  

 

 

 

 

Thank you for joining us in worship!  



 

PRAYER LIST 
Bill Black, the family of Anna, Eddie Bliss, Lois Bonhouse, Royce Burrus, Roxanne Griffith, Bertie 
Harding, Susie Hardwick, Maurice  Hawa, Madeline Hawkins, Bill Hendricks, Lauma Hill, Cindy Huber, 
Betty Gregory, Carolyn Lewis, Bill  Loser, Ron Lucas, Ray Massie, the family of Susan Mays, Dakota 
Minor, Nate Parker, Russ Riles, Mary Lou Simpson, and Betty Whitten.  Inclusion & equality for the 
LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical weather and violence,  everyone who struggles with 
drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those  who serve in the Armed Forces, 
students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, and Europe  during this time of war, everyone 
around the world as we fight the spread of COVID-19, and the UMC  during the separation and as the 
church moves forward.   

MILITARY: SSGT Jonathan Simpson. SA Ethan Minor while at Navy Advanced Schooling.  

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS  

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,  

Don and Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish, Eleanor Rehm, and Jean Rhines.  

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family   

 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Today:    10:00 AM   19th Sunday After Pentecost Worship Service  

Wednesday:    10:30 AM   Wednesday Morning Group  

Sunday, October 15th  10:00 AM                  20th Sunday after Pentecost Worship Service                                                            

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise. 

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.  

Our facility is handicap accessible.  

 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


