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I need a communitg.
I need the church??

—Rachel Held Evans

“To all who mourn and need comfort,
to all who are tired and need rest,
to all who are lonely and need companionship,
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,
this church opens wide its doors.”



Tappahannock Memorial UMC

Nineteenth Sunday After Pentecost

“The Power Of Community”
September 29, 2024
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22; James 5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50
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Prelude “When Morning Gilds The Skies”

“When Morning Gilds The Skies” Contributors: Larry Shackley Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service
obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.

Welcome & Announcements
Good Morning! | greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. | welcome you to our
time of worship today. | welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we
continue offering in person and online worship.

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!

* Opening Hymn “The Family Prayer Song” TFWS #2188
1.  Come and fill our homes with your presence;
you alone are worthy of our reverence.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
We will serve the Lord.

2. Lord we vow to live holy,
bowing our knees to you only.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.

We will serve the Lord.
“The Family Prayer Song” Authors: Morris Chapman ©1995 Universal Music- Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin by Brentwood-
Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) CCLI Song #1680466 CCLI License #2350408.

* Call to Worship
We gather to pray.
We gather to praise.
May our prayers extend beyond ourselves.
May our praise rise to the heavens.
May our lives be salty with love.

May our prayers be reflections of peace.
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 196. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

* Opening Prayer
The Lord be with you.



And also with you.
Faithful God, inspire us to be faithful to one another.
Open our hearts to meet the needs in our midst
and in the wider world.
Open our minds to notice the beauty and gift
of your creation.
Open our mouths to sing your blessings,
joyfully and gratefully.
Open our lives to welcome the stranger, seek the lost,

and create peace in a troubled world. Amen.
Opening Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 196. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

Prayer of Yearning

O God, you are our help and our hope.

In times of trial,
keep us from falling into temptation.

In times of need,
help us reach out for aid and lean on prayer.

Show us that others need our help, our hope,
and our prayers.

Strengthen our resolve to offer those gifts
where they are most needed.

When we become lost,
welcome us home with mercy and grace

that we may do the same for others.

In hope and gratitude, we pray. Amen.
Prayer of Yearning from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 196. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.

The Declaration of Pardon
Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
That proves God’s love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
Glory to God. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Children’s Time Pastor Becca

Scripture Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 pg. 448
19So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. ?On the second day, as they were drinking

wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And
what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” *Then Queen Esther answered,
“If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me—that is my petition—



and the lives of my people—that is my request. “For we have been sold, | and my people, to be destroyed,
to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, | would have
held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.” *Then King Ahasuerus said to
Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” °Esther said, “A foe and
enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. °Then Harbona,
one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for
Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman’s house, fifty cubits high.” And the king said,
“Hang him on that.” *°So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then
the anger of the king abated.

“’‘Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus, both near and far, ?*enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar
and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, *“as the days on which the Jews gained relief
from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from
mourning into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts
of food to one another and presents to the poor.

Scripture James 5:13-20 pg. 231
SAre any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.

““Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. *°The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will
raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. **Therefore confess your sins to one
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and
effective. *’Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three
years and six months it did not rain on the earth. **Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and
the earth yielded its harvest. *°My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is
brought back by another, “°you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save

the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10, 9:20-22 & James 5:13-20 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem “Trading My Sorrows” Rockfish Band
“Trading My Sorrows” Authors: Darrell Evans ©1998 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music (Admin by Integrity Music) CCLI Song #2574653
CCLI License #2350408.

* Psalter Psalm 124 UMH #846
If it had not been the Lord who was on our side—
let Israel now say—
if it had not been the Lord who was on our side,
when foes rose up against us,
then they would have swallowed us up alive,
when their anger was kindled against us;



then the flood would have swept us away,
the torrent would have gone over us;
then the raging waters
would have gone over us.
Blessed be the Lord,
who has not given us
as they prey to their teeth!
We have escaped as a bird
from the snare of the fowlers;
the snare is broken,
and we have escaped!
Our help is in the name of the Lord
who made heaven and earth.

* The Gloria Patri UMH #70
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

* Gospel Mark 9:38-50 pg. 45
8 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him,

because he was not following us.” **But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of
power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. “*“Whoever is not against us is for us.
“For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will
by no means lose the reward. ** “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who
believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were
thrown into the sea. “’If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed
than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. “>And if your foot causes you to
stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.
“’And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, “*where their worm never dies, and the fire is
never quenched. “° “For everyone will be salted with fire. *°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness,

b

how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.’

Mark 9:38-50 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Prayer before the Sermon
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,
O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.

The Sermon “The Power Of Community” Rev. Rebecca L. Minor

* Hymn of Response “Peace Of Our Praying” W&S #3022
1. Peace of our praying, Song of our singing,



Truth of our telling, Love of all loves,
Health of our healing,Gift of our giving,
Life of our living, Light of all lights.

2. Peace of our praying, Christ of our crying,
Strength of our striving, Heart of our heart,
Bread of our breaking, Wine of our waiting,
Blood of our boasting, Death of all death.

3. Peace of our praying, Faith of forgiving,
Way of our walking, King of all kings,
Breath of our breathing, Courage of caring,
Hope of hour hoping, Life of all life.

“Peace Of Our Praying” Authors: C. David Bolin, Terry W. York ©2004 Abingdon Press (Admin. By Music Services, Inc.) CCLI Song
#7013714 CCLI License #2350408.

* Affirmation of Faith World Methodist Social Affirmation UMH #886
We believe in God, creator of the world and of all people;
and in Jesus Christ, incarnate among us,
who died and rose again;
and in the Holy Spirit,
present with us to guide, strengthen, and comfort.
We believe;
God, help our unbelief.
We rejoice in every sign of God's Kingdom;
in the upholding of human dignity and community;
in every expression of love, justice and reconciliation;
in each act of self-giving on behalf of others;
in the abundance of God's gifts
entrusted to us that all may have enough;
in all responsible use of the earth's resources.
Glory be to God on high;
and on earth, peace .
We confess our sin, individual and collective,
by silence or action:
through the violation of human dignity
based on race, class, age, sex, nation, or faith;
through the exploitation of people
because of greed and indifference
through the misuse of power
in personal, communal, national, and international life;
through the search for security
by those military and economic forces
that threaten human existence;
through the abuse of technology
which endangers the earth and all life upon it.
Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy .



We commit ourselves individually and as a community
to the way of Christ:
to take up the cross;
to seek abundant life for all humanity;
to struggle for peace with justice and freedom;
to risk ourselves in faith, hope, and love,
praying that God's kingdom may come.
Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.

Amen.
World Methodist Social Affirmation, United Methodist Hymnal, no. 886. Copyright © 1986 World Methodist Council, Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina. Used by permission.

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those impacted
by: war — especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun violence; and
other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and surgeries, as
well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with. Please continue to
pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living
facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. | would once again ask that we pray for those who have
chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God. While we respect their privacy, they still need
our collective prayers.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer UMH #895
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

The Offering

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can continue.
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link available on our
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app identified on the last page
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!

The Offertory “l Love To Tell The Story”
“I Love To Tell The Story” Contributors: William G. Fischer/Arranged Mary McDonald ©2016 Hope Publishing Company. Permission to
reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.



* Doxology UMH #95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

* Closing Hymn “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying” TFWS #2193
Lord, listen to your children praying,
Lord, send your spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying,
send us love, send us power, send us grace.
“Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying” Authors: Ken Medema ©1973 Hope Publishing Company. CCLI Song #22829 CCLI License

#2350408.
* Benediction “Three Fold Amen” UMH #898
Amen, amen, amen.
* Postlude “Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying”
“Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying” Authors: Ken Medema ©1973 Hope Publishing Company. CCLI Song #22829 CCLI License
#2350408.

Thank you for joining us in worship!



PRAYER LIST
The family of Clark Anderson, Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Nancy Brumfield, Bob Burke, Faye
Brooks, Sally Conway, George Croxton, Cookie Evans, Tinker Fornash, Oliver Gillies-Gage, Betty
Gregory, Roxanne Griffith, George Grubbs, Bill Hendricks, the family of Barbara Hinton, Cindy Huber,
Shirley Johnson, Carolyn Lewis, Ron Lucas, Jacob Magruder, Tawana Murry, Gerry Rose, Leslie
Shaver, Cathy Short, Colin Smith, Rev. John Tate, the family of Donna Rae Thrift, Nancy Tiller, Allen
Turner, Bryan Wachsmuth, Barbara Watkins, Betty Whitten, Lewis Wilkins. Inclusion & equality for the
LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles with
drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces,
students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this time of
war.

MILITARY DEPLOYMENTS
SSGT Jonathan Simpson

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS
Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,
Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.
* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

Today, September 29'": 10:00 AM 19" Sunday After Pentecost
11:00 AM Church Picnic

Wednesday, October 2" 10:30 AM Wednesday Morning Group

Sunday, October 6": 10:00 AM 20" Sunday After Pentecost
11:15 AM Sunday School

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.
We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture
and support one another through service and outreach.
Our facility is handicap accessible.

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265
Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey
Church: 804-443-2278 /| Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am —2 pm



