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“To all who mourn and need comfort, 

to all who are tired and need rest, 

to all who are lonely and need companionship, 

to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will, 

this church opens wide its doors.”  



 

Tappahannock Memorial UMC  

Baptism of the Lord 
“Hear God’s Voice” 

January 7, 2024 

Genesis 1:1-5; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><  
Prelude                                               “Wonderful Peace”           
“Wonderful Peace” Contributors: Mark Hayes Tune: ©2013 Lorenz Corporation (Admin. by Music Services) Text: © 2013 Lorenz 

Corporation (Admin. by Music Services) All Rights Reserved. ASCAP Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the music in this 

service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  
Welcome & Announcements  

Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.  

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you 
have  watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at 
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!  

 

* Opening Hymn                  “Shall We Gather At The River”                       UMH #723

1. Shall we gather at the river, where bright angel feet have trod,  
with its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of God?  
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

2. On the margin of the river, washing up its silver spray,  
we will walk and worship ever, all the happy golden day.   
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

3. Ere we reach the shining river, lay we every burden down;  
grace our spirits will deliver, and provide a robe and crown.  
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God. 

4. Soon we’ll reach the shining river, soon our pilgrimage will cease;  
soon our happy hearts will quiver with the melody of peace.  
Yes, we’ll gather at the river, the beautiful, the beautiful river;  
gather with the saints at the river that flows by the throne of God.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

* Call to Worship:  

Listen for God’s word… 

 calling forth creation. 

Listen for God’s word… 

 working with power and majesty. 

Listen for God’s word… 

 speaking blessings. 

Listen for God’s word… 

 in this moment. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 17. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission. 

* Opening Prayer  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
 

God of power and majesty, you call forth creation, 

 acting with strength and power. 

We praise you, as we stand in awe of your glory. 

You are mighty and powerful, and yet you care for us, 

 pouring your spirit of love upon us, 

 recreating us for your work in the world. 

You are at work in our midst, 

 offering a new day of hope and possibility. 

Open our hearts to the sound of your voice. 

Send the power of your spirit among us, 

 that we might become agents of your love and peace. Amen. 
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 17-18. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

Prayer of Yearning 

 God, we are so tired. 

The holidays were a wonderful, busy time, 

 as we celebrated the birth of Jesus. 

As we return to life without festive celebrations, 

 we long to avoid feeling let down or discouraged. 

Teach us to listen for your gentle voice. 

Help us awaken to the quiet stirrings of new life 

 in our hearts and in our communities. 

As your children, called into being by your word, 

 remake and renew us, that we may follow you with joy. Amen. 
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 18. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon  

Hear the good news:  

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  

That proves God’s love toward us.  

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.  

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!  

Glory to God. Amen.  



 

Children’s Time                        Pastor Becca 

Scriptures                                               Genesis 1:1-5                                       pg. 1 
1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then 

God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

Scriptures                                                 Acts 19:1-7                         pg. 139 
1 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where 

he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became 

believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 Then he said, 

“Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John 

baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after 

him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul 

had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and 

prophesied—  
7 altogether there were about twelve of them. 

 Genesis 1:1-5 & Acts 19:1-7 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

The Word of God for the people of God.  

Thanks be to God.  

Anthem                               “Down To The River To Pray”               Choir 

*Psalter                          Psalm 29                              UMH #761 

Response: With joy the Lord of Hosts proclaim; extol the great almighty name. 
R 
Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
 ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; 
 worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
 the God of glory thunders, 
 the Lord, upon many waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful, 
 the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.   R 

The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars, 
 the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
The Lord makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, 
 and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness, 
 The Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
The voice of the Lord makes the oaks to whirl, 
 and strips the forests bare; 
 and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 



 

The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; 
 The Lord sits enthroned as Ruler for ever. 
May the lord give strength to his people! 
 May the Lord bless his people with peace!  R 

* The Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

world without end. Amen. Amen.  

* Gospel                                                 Mark 1:4-11                                                      pg. 34 
4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out 

to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, 

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 

thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9In 

those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And just as 

he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove 

on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

Mark 1:4-11 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Prayer before the Sermon  
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,  

O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.  

The Sermon                                            “Hear God’s Voice”         Rev. Rebecca L. Minor 

* Hymn of Response                  “Baptized In Water”                              TFWS #2248       

1. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  
cleansed by the blood of Christ, our King;  
heirs of salvation, trusting his promise,  
faithfully now God’s praises we sing. 

2. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  
dead in the tomb with Christ, our King;  
one with his rising, freed and forgiven,  
thankfully now God’s praises we sing. 

3. Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit,  
marked with the sign of Christ, our King;  
born of one Father, we are his children,  
joyfully now God’s praises we sing. 

“Baptized in Water” Author: Michael Saward ©1982 Michael Saward - The Jubilate Group (Admin. by Jubilate Hymns Ltd, sub to 
Hope Publishing for various regions) (Admin. by Hope Publishing Company) CCLI Song #2700434 CCLI License #2350408. 

 

 



 

Affirmation of Faith        Apostles’ Creed                                          UMH #881 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those 
impacted by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; 
gun violence;  and other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for 
treatments and  surgeries, as well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one 
to interact with.  Please continue to pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in 
nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would 
once again ask that we pray for those who have chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves 
and God.  While we respect their privacy, they still need our collective prayers.   

Pastoral Prayer 

The Offering                                 
Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  
continue. You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  
available on our website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  
identified on the last page of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory                                      “Let There Be Peace On Earth” 
“Let There Be Peace On Earth” Contributors: Jann-Lee Music Text and Music: ©1955, renewed 1983 Jan-Lee Music (ASCAP). 

International copyright secured. All rights reserved. reprinted by permission. ASCAP Permission to reprint, podcast, and/or stream the 
music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-737731. All rights reserved.  

* Doxology                                                                                                                                  UMH #95 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him 

above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR EPIPHANY 



 

* A Service of Word and Table III                                              UMH #15-16 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, 

 always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 

 Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 Before the mountains were brought forth, or you had formed the earth, 

 from everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God. 

 You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth. 

 You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

 When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 

 You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 

 and spoke to us through your prophets. 

 And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might.  

                      Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom you have revealed yourself, our 

light and our salvation.   

You sent a star to guide wise men to where the Christ was born; and in your signs and witnesses, 

in every age and through all the world, you have led your people from far places to his light.] 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 

bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me."  

When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be 

for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is 



 

yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now with the confidence of children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer 

                    Our father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy Name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and Offering of the Cup and Sharing in the Feast 

I invite all of you here in the sanctuary and those of you at home to take and receive now.  

The Body of Christ broken for you.    

The Blood of Christ shed for you. Amen. 

The Prayer after Communion 

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

* Closing Hymn                                      “Spirit Song”                                      UMH #347 

1. O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love.  

Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  

O let him have the things that hold you, and his Spirit like a dove  

will descend upon your life and make you whole.  

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.  

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

2. O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy.  

Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name.  

O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of pain,  

and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name.  

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
“Spirit Song” Author: John Wimber ©1979 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing (Admin. by Integrity Music) CCLI Song #27824 CCLI License 

#2350408. 

* Benediction         “Alleluia, Amen”            *UMH 901 

Alleluia, amen, amen. 

* Postlude                                     “Shall We Gather At The River”  

Thank you for joining us in worship!  



 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 
Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Faye Brooks, Royce Burruss, Woody Campbell, Roxanne Griffith, 
Maurice Hawa, Madeline Hawkins, Bill Hendricks, Lauma Hill, Cindy Huber, Betty Gregory, Shirley 
Johnson, the family of Brandon Kiser, Carolyn Lewis, Bill Loser, Ron Lucas, Jose Ramirez, Mary Lou 
Simpson, the family of Les Sisson, the family of George Wells and Betty Whitten.  Inclusion & equality 
for the LGBTQ family & friends. All affected by critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles 
with drug addiction and alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed 
Forces, students and educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this 
time of war, everyone around the world as we fight the spread of COVID-19, and the UMC during the 
separation and as the church moves forward.   

MILITARY: SSGT Jonathan Simpson, SA Ethan Minor 

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS  

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,  

Don and Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.  

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family. 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Today:     10:00 AM   Baptism of The Lord Sunday 

Wednesday:                            10:30 AM               Wednesday Morning Group 

Sunday, January 14th:            10:00 AM            2nd Sunday After Epiphany                                      

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise. 

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.  

Our facility is handicap accessible.  

 

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


