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“To all who mourn and need comfort,  

to all who are tired and need rest,  

to all who are lonely and need companionship,  
to all who sin and need a Savior, and to all who will,  

this church opens wide its doors.”  



Tappahannock Memorial UMC 

Third Sunday in Lent 
“Proclaiming The Kingdom”  

March 3, 2024  

Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; Matthew 7:24-29 

<>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <>< + <><   
Prelude              “Peace In The Valley”  

“Peace In The Valley”Author: Thomas A. Dorsey ©1939 Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp. (Admin. By Curb| Word Music 
Publishing) CCLI Song #99137 CCLI License #2350408.  

Welcome & Announcements   
Good Morning! I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I welcome you to our  
time of worship today. I welcome those who are present with us in the sanctuary as well as those  
worshiping online via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We welcome your feedback as we  
continue offering in person and online worship.   

We are tracking our attendance, so thank you in advance to all who will let us know that you  
have watched or read our service this morning. Please email our Administrative Assistant at  
tappmethodist@gmail.com, with your attendance information.   

This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it!!   

* Opening Hymn         “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”      UMH #400  

1.  Come, thou fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;  

streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.  

Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.  

Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 

2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come;  

and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.  

Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;  

he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!  

Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.  

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;  

here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.  

* Call to Worship:   

Listen to the stars. 

 They tell God’s glory! 

They have no words. 

 Yet in their beauty, God speaks. 

Listen to creation. 

 It sings God’s song of peace. 
Call to Worship from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 58. ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

* Opening Prayer   

The Lord be with you.   

And also with you.   



Creator God, you call us from our busy lives 

 to find knowledge and rest in this holy place. 

Center our spirits in your love. 

Open our hearts to your transforming word, 

 for we are ready to realign our spirits,  

  remember your words, 

   and walk in your paths. 

Guide us in wisdom and truth 

 as we seek to follow your word. Amen. 
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 58. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.   

Prayer of Yearning 

God of love and truth, we long to walk in your paths. 

We yearn to follow you 

 in the ways that lead to life and wholeness. 

Yet it is hard to know if we are taking the right paths 

 on our journey of faith. 

We worry that we will wander off,  

 even when we don’t mean to. 

May your love set us right, forgive our mistakes, 

 and show us where we should go. Amen. 
Prayer from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2024, pg. 59. Copyright ©2023 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.  

The Declaration of Pardon   

Hear the good news:   

Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;   

That proves God’s love toward us.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.   

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!   

Glory to God. Amen.  

Passing of the Peace   

The peace of Christ be with you.   

And also with you.  

Children’s Time                Pastor Becca  

Scripture               Exodus 20:1-17            pg. 66  
1 Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an 
idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is 
in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your 
God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth 
generation of those who reject me, 6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD 
your God, for the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8 Remember the sabbath day, and 
keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
LORD your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, 
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, 



the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day 
and consecrated it. 12 Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 13 You shall not murder. 14 You shall not commit adultery. 15 You shall 
not steal. 16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, 
or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

Scripture           1 Corinthians 1:18-25      pg. 166  
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but 
we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

Exodus 20:1-17 and 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the 
Churches  of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

The Word of God for the people of God.   

Thanks be to God.   

Anthem          “In Remembrance Of Me”         Choir  
“In Remembrance Of Me”Authors: Buryl Red, Ragan Coutney ©1972 Renewed 2000 Van Ness PRess, INc. (Admin. By Music 

Services, Inc.) CCLI Song #25156 CCLI License #2350408.  

*Psalter            Psalm 19         UMH #750 
Response: The law of God is just, reviving the soul. 

R  

The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

 and the firmament proclaims GOd’s handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

 and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

 there voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

 and their words to the end of the world. 

In them God has set a tent for the sun, 

 which comes forth like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,  

 and runs its course with joy like a strong man. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 

 and its circuit to the end of them; 

 and there is nothing hid from its heat.   R 

The law of the Lord is perfect, 

 reviving the soul;  

the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

 making wise the simple; 



the precepts of the Lord are right, 

 rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is pure, 

 enlightening the eyes; 

the fear of the Lord is clean, 

 Enduring for ever; 

the ordinances of the Lord are true, 

 and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, 

 even much fine gold; 

sweeter also than honey 

 and drippings of the honeycomb.    R 

Moreover by them is your servant warned; 

 in keeping them there is great reward. 

But who can understand one’s own errors? 

 Clear me from hidden faults. 

Also keep your servant from the insolent; 

 let them not have dominion over me! 

Then I shall be blameless, 

 and innocent of great transgression. 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 

 be acceptable in your sight, 

 O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.    R 

 

* The Gloria Patri                     UMH #70   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;   

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,   

world without end. Amen. Amen.   

* Gospel       Matthew 7:24-29          pg. 7 
24“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on rock. 25 The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not 
fall, because it had been founded on rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not 
act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain fell, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 28 Now when Jesus 
had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, 29 for he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as their scribes. 

Matthew 7:24-29 from New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by  permission. All rights reserved worldwide.   

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Prayer before the Sermon   
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight,   

O God our rock and our redeemer. Amen.   



The Sermon               “Proclaiming The Kingdom”   Rev. Rebecca L. Minor  

* Hymn of Response                    “The Gift Of Love”            UMH #408 

1. Though I may speak with bravest fire,  

and have the gift to all inspire,  

and have not love, my words are vain,  

as sounding brass, and hopeless gain. 

2. Though I may give all I possess,  

and striving so my love profess,  

but not be given by love within,  

the profit soon turns strangely thin. 

3. Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,  

our spirits long to be made whole.  

Let inward love guide every deed;  

by this we worship, and are freed.  
“The Gift Of Love”Author: Hal H. Hopson ©1972 Hope Publishing Company CCLI Song #5657773 CCLI License #2350408.  

Affirmation of Faith        Apostles’ Creed                                          UMH #881 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord: 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, dead, and buried; 

 the third day he rose from the dead; 

  he ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Sharing of Our Joys & Concerns  

We want to continue to pray for the healing of the nations through this pandemic, and for all those impacted 
by: war – especially the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel and Palestine; natural disasters; gun violence;  and 
other catastrophic events. Remember those who have been in the hospital for treatments and  surgeries, as 
well as for COVID 19. Remember those who are isolated with no one to interact with.  Please continue to 
pray for: your prayer partners; our homebound folks; those in nursing, rehabilitative, and assisted living 
facilities; as well as for those on the front lines. I would once again ask that we pray for those who have 
chosen to keep their illnesses between themselves and God.  While we respect their privacy, they still need 
our collective prayers.   



Pastoral Prayer 

The Offering                                 

Please remember to keep your tithes and offerings current so that the ministries of our church can  continue. 
You may mail them to P. O. Box 326, Tappahannock, VA 22560, use the E-Giving link  available on our 
website www.tappahannockmethodist.org, or download our mobile e-giving app  identified on the last page 
of today’s bulletin. Thank you for your continued support!  

The Offertory                                      “The Old Rugged Cross” 

* Doxology                                                                                                                                       UMH #95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  praise him above, ye 
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

A Service of Word and Table III                                                     UMH # 15-16 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. You brought all things into being and called them good. 

From the dust of the earth you formed us into your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 

When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. When rain fell upon the 

earth for forty days and forty nights, you bore up the ark on the waters, saved Noah and his family, 

and made covenant with every living creature on earth. 

When you led your people to Mount Sinai for forty days and forty nights, you gave us your 

commandments and made us your covenant people.  When your people forsook your covenant, 

your prophet Elijah fasted for forty days and forty nights; and on your holy mountain, he heard 

your still small voice. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn: 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.  

  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.  When you gave him to save us from our sin, 

your Spirit led him into the wilderness, where he fasted forty days and forty nights to prepare for 

his ministry.  When he suffered and died on a cross for our sin, you raised him to life, presented 

him alive to the apostles during forty days, and exalted him at your right hand.  By the baptism of 

his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to 

sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 



Now, when we your people prepare for the yearly feast of Easter, you lead us to repentance for sin 

and the cleansing of our hearts, that during these forty days of Lent we may be gifted and graced 

to reaffirm the covenant you made with us through Christ.  

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 

bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me." 

When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 

thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim 

the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Make them be 

for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 

his blood. 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, 

almighty Father, now and for ever. 

AMEN. 

And now with the confidence of children of God, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

The Lord’s Prayer               UMH #895 

Our Father, who art in heaven,   

hallowed be thy name.   

Thy kingdom come,   

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,   

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation,   

but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,   

forever. Amen.   

The Breaking of the Bread and Offering of the Cup and Sharing in the Feast 

I invite all of you here in the sanctuary and those of you at home to take and receive now.  

The Body of Christ.    

The Blood of Christ.    

Amen. 

“The Great Thanksgiving for Early in Lent,” Copyright © 1972 The Methodist Publishing House; Copyright © 1980, 1981, 1985 UMPH; 

Copyright © 1986 by Abingdon Press; Copyright © 1987, 1989, 1992 UMPH. Used by permission. 

 The Prayer after Communion 



Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. 

Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in 

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
The Prayer after Communion from “A Service of Word and Table I,” Copyright © 1972, The Methodist Publishing House; Copyright © 

1980, 1985, 1989, 1992 UMPH. 

* Closing Hymn                               “Leaning On The Everlasting Arms”                        UMH #133 

1. What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms;  

what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  

leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

2. O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms;  

O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  

leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

3. What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms?  

I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.  

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms;  

leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

* Benediction         “Three-Fold Amen”        *UMH 898 

Amen, amen, amen. 

* Postlude                                           “I Will Sing Of My Redeemer”  
“I Will Sing Of My Redeemer”Authors: Philip Paul Bliss, Travis Cottrell ©2004 Belden Street Music Publishing (Admin. By 

Clearbox, Right, LLC) CCLI Song #7074703CCLI License #2350408.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for joining us in worship! 

 



PRAYER LIST  
Family of Michelle Allison, Wright Andrews, Eddie Bliss, Bob Burke, Faye Brooks, Royce Burruss, 
Woody Campbell, George Croxton, Roxanne Griffith, Maurice Hawa, Madeline Hawkins, the family of 
Marcus Henderson, Bill Hendricks, Lauma Hill, Cindy Huber, Sue Goerger, Betty Gregory, Shirley 
Johnson, Carolyn Lewis, Bill Loser, Ron Lucas, the family of Kathy Powell, the family of Tom 
Shroeder, Mary Lou Simpson, and Betty Whitten. Inclusion & equality for the LGBTQ family & 
friends. All affected by critical weather and violence, everyone who struggles with drug addiction and 
alcoholism, those in peril, all missing persons, those who serve in the Armed Forces, students and 
educators, the people of Ukraine, Russia, Israel, Palestine, and Sudan during this time of war, everyone 
around the world as we fight the spread of COVID-19, and the UMC during the separation and as the 
church moves forward.   

MILITARY: SSGT Jonathan Simpson, SA Ethan Minor  

PRAYERS AND CARDS ARE WELCOME FOR THESE MEMBERS   

Lee Black, Barbara Brooks, Jim Climaldi, Jean Edwards, Cecile Farmer,   

Don and Carol Nicholas, Edna Parrish and Jean Rhines.   

* Please contact the office for the phone number or address for these members of our church family.  

SERVICE AND OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES  

Today:     10:00 AM   Third Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 10th:   10:00 AM   Fourth Sunday in Lent   

All meetings are offered in-person and via Zoom unless stated otherwise.  

We seek to be the Disciples of Christ, welcoming all as we nurture   

and support one another through service and outreach.   

Our facility is handicap accessible.   

Pastor: The Reverend Rebecca L. Minor, Cell Phone: (757) 870-8265   

Music Director: Kelly Wright; Pianist: Beth Harvey   
Church: 804-443-2278 / Church Administrative Email: tappmethodist@gmail.com  

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tue - Thu: 9 am – 2 pm 


